	
	



The Factories of Upper Egypt Achieve Environmental Compliance
Dr. Sherif El Gabaly – Board Member of the Federation of Egyptian Industries (FEI) – announced that in the efforts of the FEI to support the industrial enterprises throughout Egypt to achieve compliance with the environmental standards and legislations and to increase financial benefits by the optimal and sustainable use of resources and applying Cleaner Production (CP) technologies, members of ECO (Environmental Compliance Office) have participated in the SME Development Forum that took place on Wednesday, November 14th 2006 in Assiut under the auspices and with the participation of H.E. Gen. Nabil El Ezaby, Governor of Assiut, H.E. Eng. Rashid Mohamed Rashid, Minister of Industry, and the Social Fund for Development. The forum also saw international involvement embodied by the International Finance Cooperation (IFC), one of the World Bank  Groups, in addition to a number of ministries and governmental authorities as well as other international organizations active in the field of development of the small- and medium-sized enterprises (SME).
The forum was attended by a number of SME owners and stakeholders who showed their willingness to benefit from the technical and funding services offered by ECO.

Following the forum, Eng. Ahmed Kamal – ECO Acting Manager – held a meeting at the Assiut Businessmen and Investors Association where he demonstrated the services provided by ECO and that help factories achieve compliance with the environmental laws and higher profits.
A technical team from ECO conducted field visits to a number of factories in the Assiut Industrial Zone to identify the degree of environmental compliance there firsthand.

A team from the office also visited the EEAA (Egyptian Environmental Affairs Authority) Assiut Branch and met with authorized personnel there to coordinate between ECO's services and the efforts of the EEAA to assist the factories of Assiut in achieving environmental compliance.
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