
Cooperation between CIDA and ECO to
Stop the Pollution of the Alexandrian Sewage Network by Industrial Effluent from the Tanneries

A cooperation agreement has been signed between CIDA (Canadian International Development Agency) and ECO (Environmental Compliance Office) at the Federation of the Egyptian Industries (FEI), by which ECO is to provide consultancy services in the Cleaner Production (CP) field for industrial pollution control measures for a number of industrial enterprises of the tanneries and chemicals sectors.
This comes in the framework of the grant donated by CIDA to Egypt which is to be utilized in the field of environment.

ECO – under the supervision of Dr. Sherif El Gabaly, FEI Board Member – will conduct a study about the tanneries sector that focuses on achieving compliance for the tanneries in El Max zone in Alexandria. The number of these tanneries amounts to fifty; and all drain their industrial effluent and waste directly into the Alexandrian sewage system causing a lot of environmental and health problems for the area.

To enact the agreement, a workshop headed by General Mohamed Basiouny – Secretary General of the Alexandria Governorate – has been conducted with the participation of representatives from the Alexandria Governorate Sewage Department, Department of Hazardous Waste, and ECO.
Eng. Ahmed Kamal – Acting Manager of ECO – stated that the Indian expertise will be employed in designing a water treatment unit for the treatment of the industrial wastewater resulting from the various tanning processes.
The water consumption amounts to 2750 m3 per day; wastewater sample analyses have shown that the industrial wastewater is highly polluted: most water pollution parameters exceed the maximum permissible limits and show a very high content of BOD (biological oxygen demand) and Chrome III.
